Devotion for October by Brenda Daya

The Parable of the Persistent Widow and Unjust Judge
 

What is it that the widow cried for?   "Avenge me of mine enemies"  or as in the NIV   "Grant me Justice"
 

God's people cry out in this same way from time to time......but it must never be forgotten.God's people are God's Elect and His eye is upon His own...His ear, attentive to their cry.
 

There are many adversaries in this world for God's people.....We are aliens in a hostile world.  What we yearn for most is God's protection and His preservation .......  that's what we want but... what does God want?   
That His people cry out to Him day and night!!  This He has made our duty and He has promised mercy!!
 

When should we be crying out?
 

1.  Lord, arm me against THIS temptation.  And are we not tempted when things do not go quite as we would have liked?   We are tempted to fear, tempted to doubt, tempted to become anxious, tempted to want our own way, to want revenge.
 

2.  Against persecuted and oppressed Churches and Christians....  that God would deal with injustice.
 

Isa. 62 vs. 6,7   Isaiah tell God's people of old   " Give yourselves no rest and give Him no rest.till He establishes Jerusalem"
 

3.  Don't get discouraged when answers don't come immediately.  God exercises patience towards our adversaries and He exercises our patience!!
 

4.See the assurance we have.....Mercy will come eventually - that's God's promise.  As the old adage goes "Delays are not denials"
 

Compare our situation as God's people with the Persistent Widow.
 

1.  This woman was a stranger to the judge.  God's praying people are known to Him - His Elect.
2.  She was but ONE.  Saints besiege the throne in united prayer.
3.  She came to a judge who kept her at a distance.  We are told to draw near... to come boldly.
4.  She came to an unjust judge.  We come to a Righteous Father.
5.  She came purely on her own account  ... but God is Himself engaged in the cause which we are bringing to Him.
6.  She was alone as she pleaded  ......... We have Jesus as our advocate and the Holy Spirit who prays on our behalf when we cannot.
7.  She had no encouragement to approach the judge.  We have a promise that it shall be given us.
8.  That judge could only be consulted at certain times.  We have a God who neither slumbers nor sleeps and invites us to call to Him day and night.
9.  Her persistence was provoking to the judge.  Our persistence is pleasing to God and if our prayer is according to His will, we know and have the confidence that He will grant what we ask for.
 

Jesus relates this to FAITH because He then asks ..when the Son of Man comes, will He find FAITH on the earth.
 

God is giving us so many opportunities to exercise our FAITH.   
\Without FAITH it is impossible to please God.
The Righteous shall walk by FAITH
Is He taking long to answer our prayer?  Exercise FAITH and develop patience.
Be Still and Know that He is God.
